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Amos 4:1 says God “reveals His thoughts to man” and prophecy is declared to be “the word of God and the testimony of 

Jesus.”
1
 The function of prophecy is to demonstrate to believers that God is in control. “Long ago I ordained it. In days of 

old I planned it; now I have brought it to pass.”
2 
Jesus says; “Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the 

prophecy, and heed the things which are written in it.”
3
 (

1
Revelation 1:2, 

2
2Kings 19:25, 

3
Revelation 1:2-3)  

In terms of its conceptual parameters prophecy presents a cosmic warfare theme; “there was war in heaven, Michael and 

His angels waging war with the serpent (drakon).”
1
 In Greek mythology a drakon was a serpent such as the Ismenian 

drakon a giant snake which guarded the sacred spring of Ismenos. The drakon in Revelation 12:7 is modelled on 

the nachash or “serpent” in Genesis 3:1-4. In Ephesians 6:12 Paul identified the apocalyptic drakon as a symbol of 

“spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms,” and in with particular Satan. (
1
Revelation 12:7)  

In his foretelling Jesus adopted the historicist method which involves profiling history in advance; “when you see the 

abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet Daniel, standing in the holy place (a future event) let those who are in 

Judea flee to the mountains.”
1
 “I have told you before it happens so that when it happens you may believe.”

2
 Jesus 

employed prophecy to map out the future in order to provide a model for us to follow. (
1
Mark 13:4, 

2
John 4:29) 

Bible prophecy has a perennial antichrist who has various titles. He is the “little horn” in Daniel 7 and 8, the “king of the 

north” in Daniel 11, the “man of sin” in 2Thessalonians 2:8-9 and “the beast” in Revelation 13 and 17. The “little horn” 

makes his first appearance as an appendage to the fourth beast in Daniel 7:20-21 which links him to the times of Imperial 

Roman. He appears seven times in Daniel 7:25, 12:7 and Revelation 11:2, 3, 12:6, 14, 13:5 and is identified as the 

antagonist of biblical religion over many centuries.  

Because the little horn has his beginning as an extension of Imperial Rome that places his origins around the fourth 

century. And because he has an end time role in prophecy this gives him an existence covering hundred years. This 

suggests the little horn (man of sin) is a succession of individuals who occupy the same office in religion.  

Paul identifies the little horn/man of sin as an individual who “takes his seat in the temple of God.”
1 
and who attacks 

Christianity from the inside. Daniel 8:12 says “truth was thrown to the ground” meaning he will teach a counterfeit 

gospel. What we are being told is a pretender to high office in religion “will think he is more important than anyone 

else”
2
 and that he will claim to possess the authority of Jesus on earth while Jesus is absent. (

1
2Thess. 2:4, 

2
Daniel 8:25)  

The following statements tell their own story and we let them speak for themselves.  

“The pope takes the place of Jesus Christ on earth. … He is the infallible ruler … God himself on earth.”
1
 In his 

encyclical Praeclara Gratulations Publicae (1885), Pope Leo XIII claimed the pope holds “upon this earth the place of 

God Almighty.” Pope John XXII declared, “To believe our Lord God the Pope (Dominum Deum Nostrum Papam) has not 

the power to decree as he is decreed, is to be deemed heretical.”
2 
(

1
The New York Catechism, 

2
Inter, title 14, chap.4, Ad 

Callem Sexti Decretalium)    

Any office holder in religion who refers to themselves as Dominum Deum Nostrum Papam (“Lord God the Pope”) has 

voluntarily identified themselves as Daniel’s “little horn” and Paul’s “man of sin.”  

Daniel 8:11-14 which is the primary prophecy focused on the little horn is described as “the vision concerning the tamid” 

(v.13) and it is the identity of the tamid that interprets the vision. The Jewish Midrash (Bamidbar Rabbah 28:4) says; 

“When the Temple is standing there is a biblical command to offer a tamid offering, every single day; One Lamb is to be 

offered in the morning and one Lamb is to be brought toward the evening.”. 



“In the Mishnah and the Babylonian Talmud Tamid is an abbreviated form for olat tamid (daily burnt-offering) and refers 

to the daily (morning and evening) sacrifices …”
1
 The morning sacrifice was called the tamid shel shacha. The afternoon 

offering was referred to as the tamid shel bein ha-arbayim. A prophecy which is focused on the tamid is a prophecy 

focused on the continual ministry of the Hebrew sanctuary which prefigured the work of Jesus. (
1
Encyclopaedia Judaica) 

The evidence identifies the tamid in Daniel 8:13 as the evening and morning sacrifice offered in the Jewish sanctuary 

which foreshadowed Jesus’ death on the cross. Daniel 8:11-14 teaches that the little horn will negate the tamid or sacrifice 

Jesus’ offered on the cross and replace it with an earthly counterfeit of its own.  

In Catholic teaching Jesus death on the cross accomplishes nothing until the Roman Catholic priest reoffers Him as a 

sacrifice on a Catholic altar. According to Roman Catholic teaching Jesus death supplies a potential forgiveness but it is 

the absolution administered by a Roman Catholic priest through the Sacrament of Penance that makes forgiveness 

effective. In this paradigm the heavenly Jesus is replaced by an earthly priest. 

When the Roman Catholic priest utters the words; “ego te absolvo ab omni vinculo excommunicationis … ego te absolvo a 

peccatis tuis” (“I absolve you from every bond of excommunication … I absolve you from your sin”) he becomes the 

forgiver of sins as a replacement for Jesus and the Catholic altar replaces the cross as the place of atonement. Catholics 

teach; “extra Ecclesiam nulla salus,
  

meaning, “outside the Church there is no salvation.”    

In the Catholic religion when the priest speaks the words of absolution, “ego te absolvo a peccatis tuis,” by means of 

the Sacrament of Penance, he becomes the sinners one and only source of forgiveness. The sacramental absolution 

performed by the priest constitutes the little horn’s earthly tamid which replaces Jesus heavenly tamid.  

According to Roman Catholic teaching “the priest … takes the place of Christ …”
1 
“Bishops and priests … are God's 

interpreters … holding … His place on earth …”
2
 John O'Brien, a Roman Catholic priest, says; “When the priest 

pronounces the tremendous words of consecration, he reaches up into the heavens, brings Christ down from His throne, 

and places Him upon our [Catholic] altar to be offered up again as the Victim for the sins of man.”
3
 (

1
Ludwig Ott 

Fundamentals of Catholic Dogma p.406, 
2
Council of Trent, The Sacrament of Holy Orders, 

3 
Faith of Millions 

pp.268-269) 

Daniel 8:11-12 says; the little horn “set itself up to be as great as the commander of the army of the Lord; it took away the 

tamid from the Him,” Notice what it says; “the Lord’s people and the tamid were given over to it” meaning the tamid is 

something connected to God’s people and to worship. The papacy’s ultimate goal is to make the Catholic mass (their 

tamid) the universal form of worship and “to gather all people and all things into Christ, so as to be for all - an 

inseparable sacrament of unity ... expressed in the common celebration of the Eucharist.” (John Paul II, Et Unum Sint) 

  

In the times of Jesus Roman coins were stamped with the title “Pont-Max.” It was a coin bearing this image that is 

referred to in Matthew 22:19-21. ‘Show me the coin used for paying the tax.’ They brought Him a denarius, and He asked 

them, ‘Whose image is this? And whose inscription?’
 
Caesar’s, they replied.” The Roman title “Pont-Max” (Pontifex 

Maximus) that Jesus was referring to when translated into Greek (ἀρχιερεύς) means “high priest.” What we are being told 

is the little horn will present himself as the “high priest” in charge of entire Christian worship. 

 

When Constantine placed Christianity under his jurisdiction it became a state religion of the Imperial Roman Empire. 

Constantine’s dominance in the church meant that in 308 Christianity for the first time came under the control of 

Pontifex Maximus which was Constantine’s personal title as the high priest (sacerdotis magni) of the Roman mystery 

religion. It was Constantine who created the papacy by introducing the office of Pontifex Maximus into the church. 

Constantine was “the man who laid the foundation of the medieval papacy.” (F J Foakes Jackson, An Outline of 

Christianity Vol.2:65)   

As Constantine saw it “the Highest Divinity” had committed the care of religion to him, “to whose care He has, by His 

celestial will, committed the government of all earthly things.” And in reference to his role as Pontifex Maximus he says; 

“I shall really and fully be able to feel secure … only when I see all venerating the most holy God in the proper cult of 



the catholic religion with harmonious brotherhood of worship.” (Constantine, Letter to Aelafius, (313 AD) cited Arnold Hugh 

Martin Jones, Constantine and the Conversion of Europe p. 96)  

It is an historical fact that prior to Constantine there was no Roman Catholic “pope” or Pontifex Maximus in the 

Christian religion. It was not until 360 that Damasus I became the first Bishop of Rome identified as “Pope” (pappas) 

and the first Catholic bishop to hold the title “Pontifex Maximus.” It is of interest to note that in the religion of Imperial 

Rome Pontifex Maximus was the high priest who orchestrated the worship of the Great Mother and Goddess Cybele. 

When the office of Pontifex Maximus was transferred to the Roman Catholic Church whoever became “pope” took on 

Constantine’s role of sacerdotis magni and became associated with the goddess worship practiced on Vatican hill. Adolf 

Harnack says; “The Roman Church … [is] the continuation of the Roman Empire. The Pope, who calls himself 

‘Pontifex Maximus,’ is Caesar’s successor.” (What Is Christianity? pp. 269, 270)  

In Imperial Rome the function of Pontifex Maximus was pax deorum, maintaining “peace with the gods.”  

“On April 11, 191 BC, Praetor Marcus Iunius Brutus inaugurated and dedicated the temple to Cybele on Vatican Hill. On 

this date, the Magna Mater (the goddess Cybele) was enthroned as the Sacred Protectress of the City …. In honour of this 

occasion the Ludi Megalenses (festival of the great mother of the gods) were instituted and celebrated for the first time. 

From this date on, the office of Pontifex Maximus was intimately entwined with the religion of the Mother Goddess 

Cybele as its High Priest and to the massive Phrygianum Temple (temple of Cybele) on the top of Vatican Hill.”  

The practice of the office of Pontifex Maximus of organizing the worship of a feminine deity was continued by the 

Roman Catholic Pontifex Maximus and the mother of Jesus as Mētēr tou Theou became the Catholic Magna Mater or 

“Great Mother.” In 431 A.D. at the Third Ecumenical Council in Ephesus it was officially declared that Mary is 

Theotokos interpreted as Mētēr tou Theou or “Mother of God” a title borrowed directly from the pagan goddess Cybele. 

In 787 the Roman Catholic Church convened the Second Council of Nicaea to discuss the issue of the veneration of icons 

and the role of Mary in Roman Catholic worship: In their deliberations they wrote. 

“The Lord, the apostles and the prophets have taught us that we must venerate in the first place the Holy Mother of 

God, who is above all the heavenly powers. If any one does not confess that the holy, ever virgin Mary, really and truly 

Mother of God, is higher than all creatures visible and invisible, and does not implore with a sincere faith, her 

intercession, given her powerful access to our God born of her, let him be anathema.” 

According to Paul VI in his Marialis Cultus; “some Fathers and writers of the Church … saw in the mysterious 

relationship between the Spirit and Mary an aspect reminiscent of marriage” which Catholics interpret to mean that 

Mary is the literal spouse, or wife, of the Holy Spirit.  

For Catholics the relationship between Mary and the Holy Spirit is so close they function as one and on account of their 

existential unity as an equal distributor of divine grace Mary can be thought of as a functional aspect of “third person” 

of the Trinity. Under the imagery of the Spirit impregnating Mary (Luke 1:35) she came to be identified as the “bride” of 

the Holy Spirit. In an address to the women of Italian Catholic Action, July 13, 1958 Pope Pius XII declared;   

 “Mary became the spouse of the Holy Spirit. … [T]his spousal union is such that you can’t have one without the other: 

the Holy Spirit is present whenever Mary is present. … Both Mary and the Holy Spirit are given to us and for us as 

advocates. Both Mary and the Holy Spirit serve to mediate grace in our lives.” (Michael Scanlan Mary, Spouse of the 

Holy Spirit, New Covenant, June 1997, pp.16-18)                                                   

It was the notion of Mary as the “wife” of the Spirit that provided the Roman Catholic Mary with her elevation to divine 

status and as the custodian of the title the “Queen of Heaven” she became linked to all the goddesses that preceded her.  

 “The same worship is rendered to Mary as to Christ. … To her prayers are addressed as to a divine being, and 

blessings are asked as from one, who has power to bestow them. … In Roman Catholic countries the dawn is ushered in 



with hymns to her honour; her praises are again chanted at noon, and the day is closed with an Ave Maria sung to the 

Lady of Heaven.” (James Wylie, The Papacy: Its History, Dogmas, Genius, and Prospects, p. 370)  

The special significant of the title “Pontifex Maximus” in Imperial Rome was that it was a signature for goddess worship. 

This predilection for goddess worship is reflected in the prophetic warnings about the King of the North.  

  Daniel 11:36-39 says that the “king of the north” (Paul’s “man of sin”) will worship “the god of fortresses.” We are 

told; “He will attack the mightiest fortresses with the help of a foreign god” a reference to the goddess worshipped by the 

king of the north. In ancient times the “god of fortresses” was a recognized title of Sammur-amat or Semiramis the ruler 

of ancient Babylon who was ultimately elevated to the status of a goddess and worshipped as “the goddess of towers” and 

“Queen of heaven.” 

Semiramis was known as the “goddess of towers” because she was the first individual known to build a walled city. 

“Semiramis was forced to build a system of walls and towers … around Babylon to defend herself. She was the first to 

build fortifications and her crown afterwards was in the form of the turreted walls of Babylon. To oppose the 

accusations of ‘mere’ womanhood laid against her, she had herself deified ... and installed as The Queen of Heaven.” 

(Bryce Self, Semiramis, Queen of Heaven)  

Israel worshipped a clone of “the goddess of towers” or “Queen of Heaven” under the guise of Astarte. “The children 

gather wood, the fathers light the fire and the women knead the dough and make cakes to offer to the Queen of 

Heaven. They pour out drink offerings to other gods to arouse My anger.”
1
 The “Queen of Heaven” has multiple 

manifestations: Anta, Aphrodite, Artemis, Astarte, Brigid, Ceres, Demeter, Diana, Easter, Freya, Gaia, Hera, Ishtar, Isis, 

Juno, Kali, Minerva, Persephone and Venus. (
1
Jeremiah 7:18-20)  

According to endtime prophecy the endtime “little horn” in Daniel’s prophecy, in his role as Pontifex Maximus, will 

institute the worship of a contemporary Magna Mater (Mother of God) and Queen of Heaven. We are told, 

“All the major religions are expecting the return of a religious teacher who will inaugurate a new age in religion. Hindus’ 

await the coming of Kalki avatar or Krishna, Shia Muslims the Imam Mahdi, Jews the Messiah, Buddhists expect the 

Maitreya and Christians the return of Jesus. Among themselves these religions offer no hope of unity but prophecy 

teaches ultimately they will unite in the common worship of the Great Goddess and Earth Mother.”  

The Catholic solution for those who are searching for a goddess to worship is to present Mary to the people as the 

universal Magna Mater and “Queen of Heaven” to be worshipped, as she already is, in Roman Catholic worship. 

  The New York Times (December 23, 2000) stated that John Paul II received in excess of six million signatures from 

148 countries in a petition to make the Virgin Mary a co-redeemer with Jesus. The article goes on to say that John Paul II 

himself “used the phrase ‘co-redemptrix’ six times in his papacy …” The petition received support from 550 bishops and 

42 cardinals. The article went on to state “if John Paul II proclaims the Virgin Mary as a co-redeemer, she would be a 

vastly more powerful figure, something close to a fourth member of the Holy Trinity.”  

For John Paul II the elevation of Mary to the status of deity was his lifelong mission.  

“It is possible to understand that the authentic meaning of Marian worship in the ecclesial … is based on the will of 

Christ.”
1 
“John Paul made Mary's unifying power a centerpiece of his papal arsenal.”

2
 “[I]f victory comes it will be 

brought by Mary. Christ will conquer through her, because he wants the Church’s victories now and in the future to be 

linked to her.”
3
 “… the history of Christian piety teaches that Mary is the path that leads to Christ.”

 
(

1
Time Magazine, 

Handmaid or Feminist? December 30, 1991, 
2
Vatican Information Service May 7, 1997, 

3
Pope John Paul II, Crossing The 

Threshold of Hope, pp. 220, 221) 

Pope Pius IX said, “Our salvation is based upon the holy Virgin ... so that if there is any hope and spiritual healing for 

us we receive it solely and uniquely from her.”
1
 “The fact that she was with Him crucified and dying, was in accordance 



with a divine plan. For with her suffering and the dying Son, Mary endured suffering almost unto death so that one 

can truly affirm that together with Christ she has redeemed the human race.”
2
 (

1
Ubi Primum February 2, 1849, 

2
Benedict XV, Litterae Apostolicae, Inter Sodalicia, March 22, 1918) 

 In Roman Catholic expectations Marian worship is to be the centrepiece of a one-world-religion that will bind everyone 

on the planet into one code of goddess worship – the adoration of Magna Mater the Great Mother and her pseudo Jesus. 

Roman Catholics anticipate that it will be Mary, not Jesus, who will become the supreme object of worship. 

“I believe the Blessed Virgin chose to be known as Our Lady of Fatima as a pledge and a sign of hope to the Moslem 

people, and as an assurance that they, who show her so much respect, will one day accept her divine Son, too. Mary is the 

portal for Moslems to accept Christ. … It is our firm belief the fears some entertain concerning the Muslims are not to be 

realized, but that Islam, instead, will eventually be converted to Christianity and in a way that even some of our 

missionaries never suspect. It is our belief this will happen not through the direct teaching of Christianity but through a 

summoning of the Muslims to a veneration of the Mother of God.” (Bishop Fulton Sheen) 

“Come; let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the temple of the God of Jacob. He will teach us His ways, so that we 

may walk in His paths. The torah will go out from Zion, the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
 
He will judge between the 

nations … The arrogance of man will be brought low and human pride humbled; the Lord alone will be exalted in that 

day.” (Isaiah 2:3-4, 17)  

 


