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In this article the New Testament Greek terms for deity are given their Hebrew meanings of “Yahweh” and “'elohiym” 

which are the consistent names for deity. “Now no shrub had yet appeared on the earth and no plant had yet sprung up, for 

the Lord (Yahweh) God ('elohiym) had not sent rain on the earth and there was no one to work the ground.” (Genesis 2:5) 

 

According to the biblical testimony the earthly Jesus was Yahweh 'elohiym in human form. Conformation for this in the 

New Testament is found in John 10:30 where Thomas referred to Jesus as “my Lord (Yahweh) and my God ('elohiym.) 

 

In biblical teaching Jesus is one of a plurality of 'elohiym who together govern the universe. For example, in Psalm 45:6-7 

there is a recorded conversation between two 'elohiym in which one 'elohiym speaks to another 'elohiym and addresses 

Him as a second deity. “Your throne, 'elohiym, will last for ever and ever … You love righteousness and hate wickedness, 

therefore (1) 'elohiym (2) your 'elohiym has set you above your companions by anointing you with the oil of joy.”  

Hebrews 1:8- combines Psalm 45:6-7 and Psalm 102:24-26 to identify Jesus as a second “Yahweh” the first 'elohiym is 

conversing with. “But to the Son He says. In the beginning Yahweh You laid the foundations of the earth, and the 

heavens are the work of your hands.” In this text a separate 'elohiym invests Jesus with the title Yahweh 'elohiym. If the 

first 'elohiym whose full title is Yahweh 'elohiym addresses Jesus as a second Yahweh 'elohiym the question of Jesus 

absolute, underived divinity is irrefutably settled by the testimony of the first Yahweh 'elohiym. 

In a prophecy focused on the crucifixion Jesus is referred to by the Old Testament title for deity as Yahweh. “The Lord 

(Yahweh) will save the dwellings of Judah first. …. And I (Yahweh) will pour out on the house of David and the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication. They will look on Me, (Jesus) the one they have pierced, and 

they will mourn for Him as one mourns for an only child.” (Zechariah 12:7-10)  

 

In Moses writings one 'elohiym commands Israel to obey a second 'elohiym as a means of expressing obedience to the first 

'elohiym. “If you listen carefully to what (1) He says and do all that (2) I say, I will be an enemy to your enemies and will 

oppose those who oppose you.”
1
 “Pay attention to (1) Him and listen to what (1) He says. Do not rebel against (1) Him; 

He will not forgive your rebellion, since (2) My Name (Yahweh) is in Him.”
 2
 (

1
Exodus 23:22, 

2
23:21) 

 

The biblical narrative repeatedly refers to a plurality of heavenly Powers who share titles of “Yahweh” and “'elohiym.”  

 

“Then 'elohiym said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness”
1
 “Then 'elohiym said, ‘Let Us make 

man in Our image, according to Our likeness.’”
2
 “Then Yahweh 'elohiym said, ‘Behold, the man has become like one of 

Us knowing good and evil.”
3
 “Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language.”

4 
“Then I heard the voice of 

Yahweh, saying, ‘Who shall I send, and who will go for Us?”
5
 According to this narrative the plural “Us” represents a 

plurality of Yahweh 'elohiym. (
1
Genesis 1:26, 

2
Genesis 1:26, 

3
Genesis 3:22, 4Genesis 11:7, 

5
Isaiah 6:8) 

Within the framework of biblical teaching Yahweh is not a proper name but a shared title. As Scripture tells it, Jesus is 

one Yahweh among other Yahweh’s. “This is the name by which He (Jesus) shall be called, ‘Yahweh’.”
 
(Jeremiah 23:6)  

In Scripture, “Shema Yisroel Adonai Elochenu Adonai Echad” (“Hear, O Israel: the Lord is our God, the Lord is One”
1
) is 

not a statement about the ontological properties of deity. It’s primary function is to define the boundaries of worship 

between God and Israel. In the context of Israel’s obligations 'echad emphasises God’s claim to exclusive obedience. As 

a boundary marker 'echad means Yahweh in His plurality “alone” and “only” is Israel’s supreme deity. (
1
Deut. 6:4) 

 

In His use of Deuteronomy 4:39 Jesus interpreted the Shema in relational rather than numerical terms. “It is written, 

(Jesus is citing Scripture) worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only.”
1
 Since Jesus in His exegesis of the Shema 

interpreted 'echad to mean “only” this means “only” or its equivalent is the correct interpretation of 'echad in 

Deuteronomy 6:4. “Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord alone.
2
 “Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the 

Lord alone.”
3
 (

1
Matthew 4:10, 

2
Jewish Publication Society (1985), 

3
New Revised Standard Version) 

 



Because of the limited vocabulary of the Hebrew language there are numerous words that can express different nuances in 

different context. When the Shema is employed as a formula for earthly worship the expression “the Lord is our God, the 

Lord is 'echad” should be translated as “the Lord is our God, the Lord alone.” As proof of this; “Acknowledge and take to 

heart this day that the Lord is God in heaven above and on the earth below. There is no other.”
1 
Because

 
Deuteronomy 

4:39 and Deuteronomy 6:4 are parallel references it becomes evident 'echad in Deuteronomy 6:4 does not impute a 

solitary nature to deity but instead identifies the biblical “Yahweh” as the exclusive focus for worship.
 
(

1
Deut. 4:39)  

 

Michael Heiser says, “The ancient Israelite knew two Yahweh’s - one invisible, a spirit, the other visible, often in human 

form. The two Yahweh’s at times appear together in the text, at times being distinguished, at other times not. Early 

Judaism understood this portrayal and its rationale. There was no sense of a violation of monotheism since either figure 

was indeed Yahweh. … Jewish theologians and writers speculated on an identity for the second Yahweh. … These 

speculations were not considered unorthodox. That acceptance changed when certain Jews, the early Christians, connected 

Jesus with this orthodox Jewish idea. This explains why these Jews, the first converts to following Jesus the Christ, could 

simultaneously worship the God of Israel and Jesus, and yet refuse to acknowledge any other god. Jesus was the 

incarnate second Yahweh.” (The Two Powers of Heaven) 

 

In John 10:30 Jesus declared, “I and the Father are 'echad,” If 'echad meant literally one Jesus and God would be the same 

person. 
 
In the context of the Shema 'echad, refers to a pluralistic indwelling which creates a single or unified presence of 

deity described as “You in Me, I in You.” Note also that Jesus’ affirmation about deity as 'echad also embraces believers 

as part of the heavenly 'echad, “that they also may be one ('echad) as we are one.”
1
 Jesus’ statement which incorporates 

believers into the divine “oneness” of the 'echad of deity demonstrates that 'echad’s numerical boundaries are limitless 

and it is context alone and not the word itself which sets the numerical limits. (
1
John 17:22) 

 

The key to a correct understanding of 'echad is found in John 14:11 where Jesus says where He is present God is present 

and where God is present He is present. “I am in the Father and the Father is in Me.” Since God and Jesus permanently 

exist in Each Other the plurality of Their presence is always manifested in a concentrated unity of one presence.  

 

Jesus declared; “Anyone who has seen Me has seen the Father.”
1
 Proof of this oneness or 'echad manifested in the 

ontological unity of deity was that when Jesus was on the cross, so also was God.
2
 “God was in Christ reconciling 

the world to Himself in Christ.”
1 
At the crucifixion the existential reality was that “God was in Christ” in the sense that 

Jesus could say, “it is the Father, living in Me, who is doing His work.”
2
 (

1
2Corinhians 5:19, 

2
John 14:9-10) 

 

God was not an external observer of Jesus’ sufferings on the cross. He was consciously immersed in every aspect of 

Jesus’ personal experience. The crucifixion was God’s “work” as much as Jesus “work” and everything Jesus suffered 

God suffered as if He was on the cross alone. At the deepest level beyond all imagination divinity in its wholeness 

endured the punishment the damned will feel on the Day of Judgment and neutralized death as the retribution for sin for 

everyone who abandon themselves to the mercy of Yahweh 'elohiym our Redeemers. 

 

According to Ezekiel 37:15-17 'echad can have plural conations “The word of the Lord came to me: “son of man, take a 

stick of wood and write on it. … Then take another stick of wood, and write on it. … Join them together into one stick  

so that they will become one ('echad) in your hand.” In biblical teaching two things can become 'echad if they are joined 

together. “The two will become one ('echad) flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one flesh.” (Mark 10:8) 

 

Reference to “the Son of Man” in Daniel 7:13 as a heavenly being eligible for worship eliminates the claim 'echad is 

limited to mean a strictly numerical “one.” The reason for this is in Daniel’s vision two heavenly beings, “the Son of 

Man” and “the Ancient of Days, together represent a single and unified focus of worship. 

 

 “I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of Man (Jesus) came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the 

Ancient of Days, and they brought (1) Him (Jesus) near before (2) Him (the Ancient of Days). He (Jesus) was given 

authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and peoples of every language worshiped Him.”  

 

In Philippians 2:6 Paul claimed Jesus was “equal with God”
 
and

 
he reworked the Shema in 1Corinthians 8:6 to include 

Jesus within the Godhead. “For us there is but one 'elohiym, the Father … and there is one Yahweh Jesus Christ.” Paul 

simply took the divine title Yahweh 'elohiym and divided it into two parts and speaks of Yahweh and 'elohiym as two 

separate and distinct persons, who on account of their merged existence qualify as a single focus for worship.  

 



In Isaiah 48:12 the focus on Yahweh is enlarged from two to three heavenly powers who are given separate identities. 

“Listen to Me, Jacob, and Israel, My called: I am He, I am the First, I am also the Last. Indeed My hand has laid the 

foundation of the earth, … Come near to Me, hear this: I have not spoken in secret from the beginning; from the time that 

it was, I was there. And now (1) Yahweh 'elohiym and (2) His Spirit have sent (3) Me.” (Isaiah 48:12) 

 

Isaiah’s recital of three separate heavenly identities should not surprise us because it merely replicates Jesus’ baptismal 

formula in Matthew 28:19 which speaks of a plurality of Yahweh elohiym virtually word for word. “Go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the (1) Father and of (2) the Son and of the (3) Holy Spirit.”   

 

Rabbi Tzvi Nassi says; “Everyone who is acquainted with the rudiments of the Hebrew and Chaldee languages, must 

know that God, in the holy Writings, very often spoke of Himself in the plural.” (The Great Mystery, p.6) 

 

If there was ever any doubt on the matter Revelation 4:8-11 confirms Jesus’ identity as a second Yahweh by referring to 

Him as “Yahweh elohiym Almighty.” “The four living creatures, each one of them having six wings, are full of eyes 

around and within; and day and night do not cease to say, Holy, holy, holy is Yahweh 'elohiym, Almighty, who was and 

who is and who is to come. … Worthy are You, Yahweh 'elohiym [Jesus] to receive glory and honor and power; for You 

created all things, and because of Your will they existed, and were created.” (Revelation 4:8-11)   

  

In the gospels “the Spirit of the Yahweh”
1
 is identified as a third Yahweh who Jesus refers as “another Counselor”

1
 other 

than Himself. Jesus says of Yahweh the Spirit, “you will know Him for He lives with you and will be in you.”
1
 For Paul 

also the Spirit is a third Yahweh and he speaks of the Spirit as “the Spirit Himself”
2
 thereby investing Yahweh elohiym the 

Spirit with a distinct personal existence. (
1
Isaiah 40:13 - 2Cor. 3:17, 

2
John 14:16-17, 

3
Romans 8:16) 

 

According to Scripture three eternal Yahweh co-operate as one Spirit in the administration of salvation.  

 

“You are not in the flesh but in the (1) Spirit, if in fact the (2) Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the 

(3) Spirit of Christ does not belong to Him.”
1 
“You were justified in the name of Yahweh Jesus Christ and 

by the Spirit of our' elohiym.”
2 
“The one who joins himself to Yahweh is one Spirit with Him.”

3
 “Now to each one the 

manifestation of the Spirit is given … by that one Spirit.”
4
 “For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body … and 

made to drink of one Spirit.”
5
 “For through [Jesus] we have our access in one Spirit to the Father.”

6
 “There is one body 

and one Spirit.”
7
 “I know that you stand firm in the one Spirit.”

8 
“(

1
Rom. 8:9, 

2 
1Cor. 6:11,

 3
6:17, 

4
12:7:9, 

5
v.13,

 6
Eph. 

2:18, 
7
4:4, 

8
Phil. 1:27) 

 

The plan of salvation is structured on the incorporation of humanity into a union with divinity in the “One Spirit.” This is 

what Jesus was referring to when He said; “that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that 

they also may be in Us,” “I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity.”
1 
The unity of the believer with 

God and Jesus and the Spirit “Himself” in “one Spirit” of divinity is the only gospel taught in Scripture. Any teaching in 

which the doctrine of salvation by union with divinity in the Spirit is absent is a false gospel. (
1
John 17:21,23, 

2
Rom. 4:5) 

 

Paul put it this way. “He who is joined to Yahweh (Jesus) becomes one Spirit with Him.”
1
 “The life-giving Spirit in 

Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and death.”
2
 On the cross the three Yahweh 'elohiym absorbed death into 

Themselves and crushed its head for all who become “one Spirit” with Them. There is no other option, no other plan, no 

other method and no other gospel. (
1
1Corinthians 6:17, 

2
Romans 8:2) 

 

The three Yahweh 'elohiym are presented as co-existing in one Eternal Spirit. They seek to share Their immortal life force 

with all who condescend to submit to the conditions of discipleship. The primary condition is; “You shall love the Yahweh 

your 'elohiym with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.” (Deuteronomy 6:5) 

 

“I will recount the steadfast love of (1) Yahweh. … He became their Savior. In all their affliction He was afflicted, and (2) 

the Angel of His Presence (Jesus - 1Cor.10:4) saved them. … But they rebelled and grieved His (3) Holy Spirit; therefore 

He turned to be their enemy.” (Isaiah 63:7-10)   

You are “chosen according to the foreknowledge of (1) 'elohiym the Father, through the sanctifying work of (2) the 

Spirit, to be obedient to (3) Jesus Christ.”
1
 “But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy faith praying in 

(1) the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of (2) 'elohiym the Father, waiting for the mercy of our (3) Yahweh 

Jesus Christ.”
2
 (

1
1Peter 1:2, 

2
Jude 20-21)   


