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The gospel message is not about sinners seeking God but God seeking sinners. God says, “I permitted Myself to be found 

by those who did not seek Me.”
1
 In the biblical testimony God is represented as seeking to reconcile all humanity with a 

reluctance to inflict punishment which He describes as “alien” to His nature.
2
 And even when divine censure is employed 

it is freighted with redemptive purpose, so that His people may be seek forgiveness through repentance.(
1
Isa. 65:1,

2
 28:21) 

The offer of forgiveness is as wide as the need for forgiveness. “The Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.”
1
 “We 

have fixed our hope on the living God, who is the Savior of all men.”
2
 “God … wants all men to be saved.”

3
 “He is the 

atoning sacrifice … for the sins of the whole world.”
4
 (

1
Isaiah 53:6, 

2
1Timothy 4:10, 

3
1Timothy 2:3-4, 

4
1John 2:2) 

In the biblical paradigm nobody is excluded from access to reconciliation. Jesus said; “Anyone … may come to Me!”
1
 

“God demonstrates His love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
2
 God has prescribed a 

perpetual prayer for every sinner. “Return Israel to the Lord your God. Your sins have been your downfall! Take words 

with you and return to the Lord. Say to him: Forgive all our sin and receive us graciously.”
3
 (

1
John 3:37,

 2
Rom. 5:8, 

3
Hosea 14:1-2) 

Regardless of the degree of moral collapse the gospel proclaims forgiveness without boundaries. As Peter explained it 

God “wants everyone to turn from sin and no one to be lost.”
1
 And it comes about that for every sinner that rejects the 

call to repentance, as often happens, God experiences their rejection as a personal loss to Himself. (
1
2Peter 3:9) 

“Give glory to the Lord your God before He brings the darkness, before your feet stumble on the darkening hills. You 

hope for light, but He will turn it to utter darkness and change it to deep gloom. If you do not listen I will weep in secret 

because of your pride; My eyes will weep bitterly, overflowing with tears, because the Lord’s flock will be taken captive.” 

(Jeremiah 13:16-17) 

Whereas the gospel offers forgiveness without borders to sinners when they are first joined to Jesus beyond that point 

whoever sins intentionally forfeits their forgiveness. “God passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “God [is] slow to 

anger … and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet He does not leave the guilty unpunished.” (Exodus 34:6-7) 

The reference to “guilt” in Exodus 34:6 in its historic context has no judicial overtones but refers to existential guilt 

embedded in sinful practice which can only be eliminated by ceasing from sinning. The forgiveness God offers does not 

take place in a framework of moral neutrality. Forgiveness based on free grace is a door of entry into a new life live under 

the condition of devotion to God and this new life and forgiveness come as one package. 

The abolition of guilt requires a change in lifestyle because God interprets disobedience as “rebellion” and personal 

rejection.
1 
Only existential separation from sin and authentic repentance can eliminate guilt. (

1
Exodus 23:21, 34:7, 

Leviticus 16:16, 21, Numbers 14:18, Deuteronomy 1:26, 13:5, 31:14, Joshua 21:16, 22)  

 

Scripture teaches that every individual has an “open future” and they choose their own final destiny and that personal 

decisions determine their status on the Day of Judgment. Deuteronomy 30:19 gives clear expression to this understanding. 

“This day I call the heavens and the earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, blessings and 

curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live.” Jesus’ testimony also shows that personal choice is the 

basis of final outcomes. “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have 

longed to gather your children together … and you were not willing.”
1
 Scripture says; “The Pharisees and the experts in 

the law rejected God's purpose for themselves.”
2
 (

1
Matthew 23:37, 

2
Luke 7:30) 

 

In Matthew 22:14 Jesus declared “the called (klētos) are many and the chosen (electos) are few.” In this teaching not all 

the klētos who Jesus said are “many” accept the offer to become one of the electos. If nothing else it shows that people 

can voluntarily opt out of becoming one of the “elect,” which means biblical election revolves around free choice. As 2 

Peter 1:10 tells it even the electos have no ultimate guarantee of salvation but are required to meet certain conditions. 

“Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your calling and election.” 

 



Biblical salvation operates within the paradigm of personal responsibility. In Romans 11:22 and Colossians 1:22 Paul says 

salvation can be won and lost on the basis of personal choices. “Behold the kindness and severity of God; to those who 

fell, severity, but to you, God's kindness, if you continue in His kindness; otherwise you also will be cut off.” “But now 

He has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in His sight, without blemish and free 

from accusation if you continue in your faith, established and firm, and do not move from the hope held out in the 

gospel.”  

 

In Hebrews 6:4-6 it says plainly that former believers can be lost. “It is impossible for those who have once been 

enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit, who have tasted the goodness of the 

word of God and the powers of the coming age 
 
and who have fallen away, to be brought back to repentance. To their 

loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting Him to public disgrace.”  

 

As clear as this truth is a high percentage of the Christian constituency do not believe it. 

 

Contrary to the reformers claims their central doctrine was not righteousness by faith but salvation by election based on 

an eternal decree that predates any acceptance of Christ. “[O]ur salvation is the result of our election by God from 

eternity.” (Robert G. Hoerber, Introduction to Concordia Self-Study Bible, (St. Louis: Concordia, 1984) p. xviii) 

“All things whatever arise from, and depend on, the divine appointment; whereby it was foreordained [in the eternal 

past]… who should be justified and who should be condemned.”
1
 “[T]he sole cause why some are saved and others 

perish proceeds from [God] willing the salvation of the former and the perdition of the latter …”
2
 “All things turn out 

according to divine predestination …”
3
 (

1
Luther cited

 
Boettner, Reformed Doctrine of Election, p.15, 

2
Luther, Bondage 

of the Will, 
3
Melanchthon, cited The Works of Augustus M. Toplady, (1748) Vol. 5, pp.208-209) 

The reformers central message was salvation by unconditional election from eternity without moral conditions.  

 “Those of mankind that are predestined unto life, God, [elected] before the foundation of the world … without any 

foresight of faith or good works, or perseverance … as conditions, or causes …”
1
 The elect “are unconditionally 

predestined to salvation from the foundation of the world.”
2
 The elect “cannot lose [their] salvation by any sins 

however great.”
3
 (

1
Westminster Confession chap. III, sec. v, 

2
Benjamin B. Warfield, Two Studies in the History of 

Doctrine, p.23, 
3 
Luther, Babylonian Captivity of the Church) 

Calvin’s doctrine of election, better described as theistic fatalism, is identical to teachings of the Koran and a comparison 

of religions shows that the Islamic “Allah” and the Calvinists deity have the same function in religion. In their role as 

controllers of the universe Calvin’s deity and the Moslems deity both employ an identical form of a cosmic dictatorship.  

 

For Moslems whatever happens to the individual is mektoub, meaning “it is written” or “Allah’s will.” The Muslim word 

for predestination in Arabic is al-qada wa al-qadar. The phrase means “the divine decree and predestination,” al-qadar 

comes from a root that means to measure out. Says the Qur’an,  

 

“Nothing will happen to us except what Allah has decreed for us:”
1
 “No misfortune can happen on earth or in your souls 

but is recorded in a decree before Allah.”
2
 “No one can die except by God's permission according to the book that fixes 

the term of life.”
3
 “By no means can anything happen us except what God has destined for us.”

4
 “God misleads who He 

will and who He will He guides.”
5
(

1
Qur’an, 51,

2
Al-Hadid 57:22-23,

3
Surah 3:139: 

4
Surah 9:5,

5
Surah 44:4)  

 

“No misfortune can happen on earth but is recorded in a decree before we bring it into existence.”
1
 “No disaster strikes 

upon the earth or among yourselves except that it is in a register before We bring it into being.”
2
 “There is not one 

amongst you whom a place in Paradise or Hell has not been allotted and about whom it has not been written down 

whether he would be an evil person or a blessed person.”
3
(

1
Surah 57:22, 

2
Surat Al-Ĥadīd 57:22, 

3
Sahih Al-Bukhari 

HadithHadith 6.472) 

 

“The idea of fate among orthodox Mohammedans is founded on the doctrine of God's absolute decree, and of 

predestination both for good and for evil.”
1
 “Islam is indeed in many respects the Calvinism of the Orient. It, too, was a 

call to acknowledge the sovereignty of God’s will.”
2
 (

1
Steven Birchfield, Free Will, Fate and Destiny, 

2
Samuel Zwemer, 

Calvinism and the World of Islam)  

 



It used to be said that when a person sins the devil made him do it. Calvin has a different version, he says when Adam 

sinned God made him do it. Adam sinned because his brain was wired so that he would sin. 

 “I freely acknowledge my doctrine to be this: that Adam fell, not by only the permission of God, but by His very secret 

counsel and decree …” (Defense of the Secret Providence of God, p. 267) 

Calvin says, “God often acts in the reprobate by interposing the agency of Satan; but in such a manner, that Satan 

himself performs his part, just as he is impelled.”
1
 In this theory all evil stems from the “secret inspiration” of God and 

Satan is conscripted as a hit man to do God’s “secret” dirty work. “From the first chapter of Job we learn that Satan 

appears in the presence of God to receive his orders.”  (
1
Inst. bk.1, chap18,sec.2, 

2
Inst. bk.1, chap. 18, sec.1) 

Calvin also taught that God has a secret or hidden will (aliam voluntatem absconditam) and he made the “secret will” and 

the “revealed will” of God do completely opposite things.
1
 He speaks of God “decreeing by a secret counsel what he has 

openly forbidden in his law.” For example, in His “revealed will” in Exodus 20:13 God says “you shall not murder” but 

in His “secret decree” from eternity, Calvin teaches God predestined Cain to murder Able. (
1
Inst. bk. I. chap.17, sec.2) 

“[H]ow foolish is … the suggestion evils come to be not by [God’s] will, but merely by his permission. … when 

Scripture shows Him not only willing [evils] but the author of them.” (The Eternal Predestination of God, 176)  

As Hans Boersma points out for Calvin; “It is but a small step to formalize Calvin's comment and to say that according to 

his revealed will God shows himself reconciled to all men but that in his secret decree he has limited this reconciliation 

to the elect.” Calvin and the Extent of the Atonement, Evangelical Quartely, 64.4 (1992) p.354) 

Calvin believed God says things He does not mean. He tells people not to do something and then compels them to do it. 

 Boersma says; “In his Commentary on Ezekiel 18:32 Calvin acknowledges that God takes on a duplex persona 

[multiple personalities.] … in his commentary on 2 Pet. 3:9 Calvin accepts the fact that God 'is prepared to bring even the 

perishing to safety ... so that none may perish.’ … Calvin replies that 2 Pet. 3:9 makes no mention of God's secret 

decree. … God stretches out His hand to all alike, but He only grasps those … whom He has chosen before the 

foundation of the world.” (ibid. pp. 333-355) 

Calvin preached a deity who is afflicted with a tendency towards moral instability; He says; “to our perception God … 

wills what at the moment seems to be against his will.”
1
 He says; “we cannot comprehend how God can will that to be 

done which he forbids us to do.”
2
 (

1
Inst.bk.3.chap.24.sec.17,

2
bk.1,chap.18)  

Arthur Pink tells that what appears as contradictions in the divine pronouncements arises from the fact that God has two 

wills that are out of sync with each other, His “will of decree” and His “will of command” have different functions. 

“God’s will of decree is not His will in the same sense as His will of command. Therefore, there is no difficulty in 

supposing that one may be contrary to the other.” (Arthur Pink, The Sovereignty of God,, Appendix 1, The Will of God) 

What Pink describes as “God’s will of decree” Calvin refers to as God’s “secret will” and it is God’s secret will that 

compels sinners to what is forbidden by His “revealed will.” Calvin has no difficulty in explaining that God sits on both 

sides of the moral divide and speaks of God “decreeing by a secret counsel what he has openly forbidden in his law.” 

Even Luther taught that God is the source of all that is good and all that is evil. “Therefore, necessity and not free will is 

the controlling principle in our conduct. God is the author of what is evil as well as what is good, and as He bestows 

happiness on some who merit it not, so also does He damn others who deserve not their fate.” (WA, 6, 143) 

As Calvin explains the matter, every animated life-form, angels, humans, animals and insects is programmed by an 

influence external to themselves. The primary robots are angel robots who totally control human robots.  

“[A]angels have no motions in themselves … except they are divinely impelled, and their every action guided by the will 

of God. … Angels do not move, as we say, intrinsically, but are impelled from without, namely, by the power of God 

himself: … all their actions are governed by God, since he bends and directs them whithersoever he pleases.” (Calvin, 

Commentary Ezekiel 1:8)  



In Calvin’s thesis humanity has no selective mechanism or will of its own and all human activity results from “angelic 

motion.” “[S]ince angels are the powers of God, it follows they never cease from their office of working. … God works 

continually by angels ... so that all creatures are animated by angelic motion.” (Calvin, Ezekiel 10:17) 

“Let us understand that while men move about and apply themselves to their various pursuits … angelic motions are 

underneath, so that neither men nor animals move themselves, but their whole vigor depends on this secret 

inspiration.”
1
 “[A]ll events are governed by God’s secret plan,” “men can accomplish nothing except by God’s secret 

command, that they cannot by deliberating accomplish anything except what he has already decreed within himself and 

determines by his secret direction.” (
1
Calvin Ezekiel 10:14, 

2
Inst. bk. I. chap.16)  

Moses Maimonides a twelfth century Jewish Rabbi cited as “the most respected of all Jewish philosophers” taught an 

identical view to Calvin’s doctrine of “angelic motions” four hundred years before Calvin was born. Maimonides 

identifies Aristotle as the source for this thinking; he writes,  

“Aristotle's doctrine that these disembodied spheres serve as the nexus between God and existence … is the express 

import of all the Scriptures. … So the motions of living beings … are said explicitly by Scripture to be due to angels. 

For our Bible is not unaware that God governs this existence through the mediation of angels.”(Guide of the Perplexed 

11:6) 

In Aristotle’s thesis the “Unmoved Mover” (a mechanistic force to which Aristotle attributed the function of deity) is the 

only element in the universe that is self-existent or is “internally motivated.” “It is always the ultimate agent of any 

activity and never affected by something external to it.”  

Whereas everything in the universe has an “accidental” (caused) existence the “Unmoved Mover” is the “first cause” of 

all “motion” in the universe. In Metaphysics the “Unmoved Mover … is Aristotle's conceptualization of God which is 

worthy of our attention … because of the significant influence this writing has had on … the theologians of 

Christianity, Judaism and Islam.”  

Aristotle’s “Unmoved Mover” provided the proto type for all subsequent concepts of predestination. We are told, Calvin 

is a “scholastic theologian, combining references from Aristotle to the Church Fathers and beyond to build his 

theology. … Calvin retained the notion of natural law that he had acquired from the Stoics, and did no more than 

accommodate it to Christian principles.” (Francois Wendel, Calvin the Origins and Development of His Religious 

Thought p.53) 

In Calvin’s thinking, by means of His “secret will,” “secret decrees,” “secret plan” God employs Satan as His alter ego to 

carry out the dark side of predestination. What this means is that from a practical perspective for Calvin God and Satan 

represents a single Mind which rules the universe with an “eternal plan.” “Satan [is] so under the hand and authority of 

God … God directs [his] malice to whatever end he pleases.”
1
 (

1
Inst. bk.1, chap 18, sec.1) 

This madness forces us to one inescapable conclusion. Whoever Calvin’s god is, he is not the biblical God. And the 

following statement from Luther can only reinforce that conclusion. 

“I have often said that the confidence and faith of the heart alone make both God and an idol. If your faith and trust be 

right, then is your god also true; and, on the other hand, if your trust be false and wrong, then you have not the true 

God.” (Luther, The First Commandment, Large Catechism) 

Calvin's technique for explaining predestination was to employ arguments bereft of moral worth that separates God from 

the ethical principles that Jesus teaches in the gospel. The result of this is that the earthly Jesus and the God who sent Him, 

as Calvin explains it, have nothing in common. Besides this the god that Calvin worshipped, being the first cause of all the 

evil that has ever existed, the one who created Satan to be Satan, and depraved despots like Hitler to be Hitler, is precisely 

the kind of personality that someone who lives by Jesus' teachings would want nothing to do with. 

 

 

 


