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 Jesus identity is clearly revealed in Scripture; “And this is His name by which He [Jesus] will be called, ‘Yahweh tsidqenuw.’” (Jeremiah 

23:6) 

The biblical teaching concerning the Godhead was identified by Jesus as the most important teaching in the entire Bible. “One of the scribes 

came, and heard them questioning [Jesus], and knowing that He had answered them well, asked Him, What commandment is the first of all? 

Jesus answered; the first is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God, the Lord is one.”1 This oneness connected to deity, according to Jesus’ 

baptismal formula, is a unity of plurality consisting of three heavenly persona.2 What is known as the “Trinity” doctrine is actually God’s 

revelation of Himself and the foundation on which the entire gospel is based. (1Mark 12:28-29, 2Matthew 28:19) 

In answer to the question “who is Jesus?” there has always been a variety of opinions. And mostly these options are imbedded in creeds 

inherited from the past which are themselves merely recycled earlier traditions. The primary role of all creedal formulations is to function as a 

straight jacket with the intention of discounting any new discovery of truth. Whereas Roman Catholic has perfected the art of encasing 

doctrine in concrete as a matter of principle anybody who appeals to writings apart from Scripture as an authority in religion has identified 

themselves with Roman Catholic practices. 

In reference to who Jesus’ is the Scriptures are neither vague nor reticent as they clearly identify the historical Jesus as the Old Testament 

“Yahweh” and “Elohim” who is identified as “the Lord God Almighty.” In Revelation 1:8 “the Lord God Almighty” is identified as “the Lord 

God, who is, and who was, and who is to come.” The phrase “who is to come” in Apocalyptic literature points to the second coming of Jesus. 

Since Jesus is the one “who is to come” He is the one identified by the heavenly inhabitants as “Lord God Almighty.”  

“Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under its wings. Day and night they never stop 

saying: ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come.’ … They lay their crowns before the throne and say: [to 

Jesus] ‘You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were 

created and have their being.” 

Reference to Jesus in His eternal role as “the Lord God Almighty” are found in the following texts; Genesis 17:1, Exodus 6:3, 1Samuel 4:4, 

1Samuel 17:45, 2Samuel 5:10, 6:2,7:26,27,1Kings 19:10,14,1Chronicles 17:24, Psalm 46:7,11, 48:8, 59:5, 69:6, 80:4,19, 84:3,8, Isaiah 5:16, 

21:10, 37:16,44:6, 48:2, 48:2, 54:5, Jeremiah 2:19, 5:14,7:3,21, 9:15,15:16,16:9,19:3,15,23:36,25:27,27:4,21,  28:2,14, 29:4,8,21,25, 31:23, 

32:14,15,18, 35:13,17,18,19, 38:17, 39:16, 42:15,18, 43:10, 44:2,7,11,25, 46:25, 48:1, 50:18, 51:5,33, Hosea12:5, Amos3:13, 4:13, 

5:14,15,16,27,6:8,14,Zephaniah 2:9,Haggai1:14, Zech.6:15,8:1,4,6,7,9,11, 14,18,20, 23, 12:5, Malachi 1:9, 2:16,3:14, Revelation 1:8,4:8, 

11:17,15:3,16:17,19:16, 21:22. 

According to the biblical account Jesus made a public claim to be the “the Eternal God” spoke of in Genesis 21:33 who met with Abraham. 

Scripture says; “Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beersheba, and he called upon the name of the Eternal God.” When Jesus said to the 

Jews, “before Abraham was, I am”1 He was making a claim that could not be missed by anyone familiar with biblical teaching, He was 

claiming that He was “the Eternal God” who spoke to Abraham.1 And the Jews got the message; “The Jews answered Him; ‘For a good work 

we do not stone You, but for blasphemy; because You … make Yourself out to be God.’”2 (1John 8:58, 2John 10:33) 

In Hebrews 1:8-10 a citation from the Psalms referring to Yahweh is applied to Jesus; “about the Son He says, Your throne, O God, will last 

for ever and ever … He (God) says (to Jesus) In the beginning Lord (Yahweh) you (Jesus) laid the foundations of the earth, the heavens are 

the work of your hands.” If God Himself identifies Jesus as “Yahweh,” then Jesus cannot be the Arian “only begotten Son” who once did not 

exist. When God speaking to Jesus calls Him “Lord” (Hebrew-Yahweh) we can take it that the matter is settled, Jesus is Yahweh just as 

Jeremiah 23:6 tells it. 

Jesus the Memra of Yahweh  

Paul employed the word “kyrios” one hundred and sixty three times in reference to Jesus, who he says in Philippians 2:6 has the “very nature 

God” and has “equality with God.” If Jesus has “very nature God” and has “equality with God” this means He has all the ontological 

properties of Yahweh and therefore, is Yahweh in every sense that a heavenly 'elohiym is, or could be Yahweh. In biblical usage “Yahweh” is 

not a proper name but, like ‘elohiym’ a title that denotes status. Accordingly, there can be more than one Yahweh1 and whoever fulfils the 

function of Yahweh in a cosmic relationship with humanity is Yahweh in every sense of the idea. Jesus’ eternal title in Hebrew is “Yahweh 

tsidqenuw”2 because He has “equality with God”3 who is Yahweh and He Himself “is God”4 and being “God” makes Him Yahweh.. 

(1Genesis 1:26, 11:7, 6:8, 2Jeremiah 23:6, 3Phil. 2:6 4 John 1:1) 

In His baptismal formula Jesus spoke of three “names” within divinity, (“the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”)1 

Because,   according to Paul, Jesus’ baptismal heavenly trio of “the Father the Son and the Holy Spirit” mediate their presence in “one Spirit” 

and as “one Spirit”2 they all share the one title “Yahweh.” In AD 70, before Christianity was seen as a threat to Judaism, Rabbinic scholars 

also taught that the Hebrew text pointed to a plurality of “names” within the Godhead.  (1Matthew 28:19, 21Cor. 12:9, 13) 

“When God created the world, He created it through the Three Sephiroth, namely, through Sepher, Sapher and Vesaphur, by which the Three 

twywh (Beings) are meant . . . The Rabbi, my Lord Teacher of blessed memory, explained Sepher, Sapher, and Sippur, to be synonymous to 

Ya, Yehovah, and Elohim meaning to say, that the world was created by these three names.” (Rabbi Eliezer Hakkalir. The Book of Creation) 

The evidence that the earthly Jesus is the OT Yahweh is overwhelming if we accept the fact that the New Testament is a working commentary 

on the Hebrew Torah.  The requirement is that when we read the Greek we think in Hebrew. If we adopt the Greek OT (LXX) as our model 

the word “kyrios” rendered as “Lord” in the Greek NT translates back into Hebrew as “Yahweh,” which means that NT references to Jesus as 
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“kyrios” can be taken references to “Yahweh.” The simple process of converting the Greek into Hebrew and prioritizing the Hebrew provides 

an accurate hermeneutic for achieving an authentic interpretation of the biblical text.    

 “We believe it is through the grace of kyrios (Yahweh) Jesus that we are saved.”1 “The gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus kyrios 

(Yahweh.)”2 “If you declare with your mouth ‘Jesus is kyrios (Yahweh) and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead you will 

be saved.”3 “At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that 

Jesus Christ is kyrios (Yahweh) to the glory of God the Father.”4 (1Acts 15:11, 2Romans 6:23, 3Romans 10:9, 4Philippians 2:10-11) 

According to Acts 21:40, 22:2, 26:14 “Hebrew” was the principle language in first century Judaism. As further proof of this Paul tells us 

Jesus spoke to him in “Hebrew.”1 All the spoken testimonies in the gospels, including the sayings of Jesus, were originally conducted in 

Hebrew. The recognition of this fact supplies us with a useful tool for interpreting the Greek text.  

In John 1:1 in its Greek format Jesus is referred to as the “Word” of God, but in the Jewish Targums the “Word” of God is referred to as the 

“Memra” of God - which means Jesus is whoever the “Memra” is in first century Jewish thinking. In the Jewish Targums the “Word” 

(Memra) is a substitution for “God” under the title of “Yahweh.” The Targum Onkelos (Gen. 28:20-21) says; “Jacob vowed a vow, saying, ‘If 

the Memra of Yahweh will be my support … then shall the Memra of Yahweh be my God.”  

In his work, The Jewish Targums, Bruce M Metzger says that when; “speaking of the relationship of God to the world, reverence for the God 

of Israel led the Targumist to employ surrogates for the Deity, such as ‘Word’ [Memra], … or ‘Presence’ … Thus in Genesis 1:16-17 Targum 

Neofiti reads, ‘The Word [Memra] of the Lord created the two large luminaries ... and the Glory of the Lord set them in the firmament’ and in 

Genesis 2:2-3 it reads, ‘On the seventh day the Word [Memra], of the Lord completed the work which he had created ... and the Glory of the 

Lord blessed the seventh day.’”    

Genesis 1:1 says; “In the beginning, God (Elohiym) created the heavens and the earth.” Targum Neofiti on Genesis 1:1 says; “From the 

beginning, with wisdom, the Memra of Yahweh created and perfected the heavens and the earth.” Genesis 1:16 says; “And God made the two 

great lights.” Targum Neofiti on Genesis 1:16 says; “And the Memra of Yahweh created the two great lights.” Genesis 1:27 says; “God 

created man in His own image.” The Jerusalem Targum on Gen. 1:27; says “the Memra of Yahweh created man in His likeness.” Genesis 

15:6 says; “And he (Abraham) believed God, and He counted it to him as righteousness.” Targum Onkelos on Genesis 15:6 says; “Abraham 

trusted in the Memra of Yahweh, and He counted it to him for righteousness.” Genesis 28:21 says; “Yahweh shall be my God.” Targum of 

Onkelos on Genesis 28:21 says; “the Memra of Yahweh should be his God.” 

Genesis 1:27 says, “God ('elohiym) created man in His own image.” The Jerusalem Targum has, “And the Memra of the Lord created man in 

His likeness.” In Genesis 9:17 God says, “This is the sign of the covenant which I have established between Me and all flesh that is on the 

earth.” Targum Onkelos says, “This is the sign which I established between My Memra and between all flesh which are on the earth.” In 

Genesis 17:7 God says, “I will establish My covenant between Me and you.” Targum Onkelos says, “I will establish My covenant between 

My Memra and you.” 

When first century Jews read the Torah aloud they refused to speak the name “Yahweh” in public and replaced it with a reference to 

“Adonai,” which was a Hebrew equivalent of “Yahweh.” The New Testament writers adopted the practice of rabbis’ and referred to Jesus as 

“Adonai,” which in the Greek LXX is translated by the word “kyrios” as a replacement for the Hebrew “Yahweh.” So when the NT writings 

refer to Jesus’ as “Lord” in the original speech in Hebrew Jesus was actually being referred to as “Yahweh.” 

 The Septuagint consistently employs “kyrios” as a substitute for Yahweh and so does the NT in Matthew 12:8 and Mark 1:3, 11:9, 12:11 and 

elsewhere. This biblical practice allows us to interpret “kyrios” as a reference to “Yahweh” on the occasions it is applied to Jesus within a 

Jewish context. In John 20:28 Timothy refers to Jesus as “my Lord and my God,” which in Hebrew translates as “my Yahweh and my 

'elohiym.” This shows that Timothy recognized Jesus as “God manifest in the flesh.”1 The significance of John 20:28 is that it parallels Ex. 

5:1, 32:27, 34:23, Deut. 4:1, 6:3, 29:10 which all refer to God as “Yahweh the 'elohiym” of Israel. Accordingly, Timothy’s confession in John 

20:28 is not a singular event but is based on an established OT pattern in which “Yahweh” and 'elohiym are frequently coupled together in 

reference to deity. (11Timothy 3:16) 

Jesus the “Rock” is Yahweh 
 
In Psalm 19:14 “Yahweh” is referred to as the “Rock.” “Yahweh my Rock and my Redeemer.” In 1Corinthians 10:4 Paul identified Jesus as 

the “Rock” spoken of in the Old Testament. “They all ate the same spiritual food and drank the same spiritual drink from the Rock that 

accompanied them, and that Rock was Christ.” If Yahweh is the “Rock,” and Paul identified Jesus as the “Rock,” the earthly Jesus was 

Yahweh the “Rock” in human form. 

 

In the following nineteen OT verses Yahweh 'elohiym is repeatedly identified as “the Rock.” (Deut. 32:3-4), “'elohiym … the Rock his 

Savior.” (32:15) “You deserted the Rock who fathered you; you forgot 'elohiym who gave you birth.” (32:18) The “Rock … our 'elohiym,” 

(1Samuel 2:2) “who is the Rock except our 'elohiym,” (2Samuel 22:32) “my Rock … my 'elohiym, the Rock, my Savior,” (22:47). “The 

'elohiym of Israel … the Rock of Israel.” (23:3) “Yahweh … my Rock … 'elohiym   my Savior.” (Psalms 18:46) “Yahweh my Rock and my 

Redeemer.” (19:14) “Yahweh … my Rock,” (28:1) “'elohiym  my Rock,” (42:9) “'elohiym  … my mighty Rock,” (62:7) “Rock … God Most 

High” (78:5) “Yahweh … my Rock,” (92:15) “my 'elohiym  the rock,” (94:22) “Yahweh my Rock” (144:1) “the Rock eternal” (26:4) “Is 

there any 'elohiym  besides Me? No, there is no other Rock” (44:8) “Yahweh … my Rock.” (Hab. 1:12) 

 

In the above Old Testament verses the “Rock” is identified as “the Rock … our God” identified either as 'elohiym or Yahweh. So when Paul 

identified Jesus as the “Rock” every Rabbi would have understood Paul’s clear intention was to identify Jesus as the Yahweh and the 'elohiym 

who was worshipped by Israel. The evidence irrefutably demonstrates that Jesus is Yahweh and we only truly accept Jesus when we accept 

Him as Yahweh.  

In Hebrews 1:8-10 a citation from Psalms102:24-26 referring to Yahweh is applied to Jesus; “about the Son He (God) says, “Your throne, O 

God, (Jesus) will last for ever and ever… He (God) says (to Jesus)… In the beginning, Yahweh you (Jesus) laid the foundations of the earth, 

and the heavens are the work of your (Jesus’) hands.” It should be noted that the activities ascribed to Jesus in Hebrews 1:8-10 are taken from 
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Psalms 102 verses 1,12,15,16,18,19,21, 22 which refer to Yahweh. The true identity of the historical Jesus is “Yahweh tsidqenuw” clothed 

with the frailties of humanity. 

Proverbs 8:22  

Ever since the fourth century the main argument to prove that Jesus is ontologically inferior to God because He had “a beginning of 

existence,” and once “did not exist,” has been Proverbs 8:22. “The Lord brought me forth as the first of His works, before His deeds of old.” 

The identification of Jesus as “the first of His works” is the cornerstone of Arian Christology and provided Arius with his primary proof text 

to reject the deity of Christ. 

 “With Christ's inferiority as his starting point, Arius then put into motion his supreme argument from one of his most important ‘proof-texts,’ 

Proverbs 8:22.”1 We speak bluntly because it is necessary. If ever there was an example of exegetical incompetent, this is it. Who can explain 

why Arius, and many others, associate Proverbs 8 with Jesus when the evidence demonstrates Solomon’s “Wisdom” is modelled on a female? 

(1Early Arian History) 

 “Do not forsake wisdom, and she will protect you; love her, and she will watch over you. … Cherish her, and she will exalt you; embrace 

her, and she will honor you.”1 “Say to wisdom, You are my sister.”2 “Wisdom has built her house; she has set up its seven pillars.”2 

(1Proverbs 4:5-8, 2 7:4, 39:1) 

One of the causes in the widespread misinterpretation of proverbs 8 was that the KJV translators misinterpreted the Hebrew in a way that 

made the text appear as a reference to a point in the distant eternal past. In the KJV Proverbs 8:22, 23 reads; “The Lord possessed me in the 

beginning of his way, before his works of old. I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was.” The problem here is 

that the Hebrew text makes no reference to the creation of the “earth” but refers to the 'erets or land or “dry” which was created on the “third 

day.” “From eternity I was appointed, from the beginning, from before there was land ('erets.)” (NIV 2012) 

Genesis 1:9-10, 13 locates the point at which the 'erets that Solomon was referring to was created. “God said, Let the water under the sky be 

gathered to one place, and let dry ground (yabbashah) appear. And it was so. God called the dry ground land ('erets)” ...  and there was 

evening and morning, the third day.” When Solomon wrote of wisdom; “The Lord brought me forth as the first of His works” he had the six-

day creation of Genesis 1;1-27 in mind. If he was referring to the alleged “begetting” or creation of Jesus, (the Septuagint speaks of 

“Wisdom” as something “created”), then Jesus currently would onlybe  something like six thousand  years old.  

1Corinthians 13:4-7 Paul personifies “love” as a typical example of biblical personification. “Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or 

boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices 

with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.” The personification of wisdom in Proverbs is no 

different to the personification of “trees” in 1 Chronicles 16:23, the personification of “mountains” in Isaiah 52:9. 

 “Throughout the prologue wisdom and its opposite are made to look like real people using a literary device called personification. Wisdom is 

portrayed as a respectable and proper woman (1:20-23, 8:1-36, 9:1-6.) Folly is pictured as a loose woman, ready to deceive the young man 

with sensuous pleasures and lead him to his death.” (7:6-27, 9:13-18).”(Barry L. Bandstra, An Introduction to the Hebrew Bible, chapter 14, 

Proverbs and Job) 

 

“From Nicea to Chalcedon the speculative and neo-Platonist perspective gained increasing ground and became orthodox Christian dogma in 

451 CE. Unfortunately, what the theologians of the great ecumenical councils meant by such creedal titles as Son of God was remote from 

what those same titles meant in the Gospels. The creeds were speaking in Greek philosophical terms: the gospels were speaking in Second 

Temple Judaism terms.  …  The Bishops of the councils should have realized that they had shifted ground from Hebrew metaphor to Greek 

ontology and in effect betrayed the real Jesus Christ.” (The Ancient Library of Alexandria, Bible Review, Feb. 1997) 

It is also claimed that Proverbs 30:4 refers to Christ as divine “son” who descended from heaven. This is another example of a failure to pay 

attention to the context. Notice that Agur asks the question; “Who has gone up to heaven and come down ... what is his name, and the name 

of his son?” In context the question concerns a father “who has gone up to heaven and come down” to earth again and makes no reference to 

a “son” who came down from heaven and returned to heaven again.  

In Agurs’ question it is not a “son” but a “father” who ascends to heaven and back. The sequence in the enquiry involves an ascension into 

heaven and then descending back to earth. With Christ it was the reverse. He descended to earth, and then ascended back to heaven, a 

reversal of the sequence in Proverbs 30:4. The attempt to apply Solomon’s eulogizing of the feminine personification of “Wisdom” (based 

on the Greek goddess Sophia) to Jesus is one of the greatest exegetical failures in the history of religion if for no other reason that the gender 

reference is overpoweringly obvious. 

Non entities personified in the feminine gender are common in ancient literature. In Zechariah 5:6-8 “wickedness” is personified as an evil 

woman hiding in a basket. “I asked what is it? He replied; it is a measuring basket. And he added, this is the iniquity of the people throughout 

the land. Then the cover of lead was raised, and there in the basket sat a woman! He said, this is wickedness, and he pushed her back into 

the basket and pushed the lead cover down over its mouth.” (Zechariah 5:6-8) 

“Proverbs is written from the standpoint of a father instructing his son. It contains many instructions on avoiding immoral women and on 

living happily with a wife. Even wisdom (Hebrew: chokhmah) and folly (Hebrew: kesiluth) are personified as women.” (Exploring the Word 

– The Prophetic Books)  

 

“Personification, the anthropomorphic representation of any non-human thing, is a ubiquitous feature of ancient Greek literature and art. 

Natural phenomena (earth, sky, rivers), places (cities, countries), divisions of time (seasons, months, a lifetime), states of the body (health, 

sleep, death), emotions (love, envy, fear), and political concepts (victory, democracy, war) all appear in human, usually female, form.” 

(Personification in the Greek World, ed. J. Herrin, Centre for Hellenic Studies) 

 

Who is Jesus? 

 

 “And this is His name by which He will be called, ‘Yahweh.” (Jeremiah 23:6) 

 
 


