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There is growing consensus among Adventist theologians that Genesis 1:1 refers to the original 

creation of the universe billions of years ago, including the earth itself, in a primordial condition. On 

the basis of that assumption they believe the complete creation of the earth occurred in stages 

covering over hundreds of billions of years and that the “six days” in Genesis1 and Exodus 20 only 

refer to the external renovation of the surface of the earth, making the planet fit for habitation.  

There is, however, no reference to the “universe” in Genesis 1:1 for the reason 2500 years ago the 

concept of a “universe” did not exist and nobody at that stage in world history knew what a 

“universe” was. Some have erroneous imposed a modern concept of the cosmos on the primitive 

mindset of people who possessed no extra-terrestrial knowledge beyond what was available visually. 

A scientist is entitle to make his assumptions based on what he believes is credible scientific 

evidence, but when a theologian imposes modern scientific perceptions on ancient documents 2500 

years old, and reads into the biblical text interpretations of the universe that have been accessed in 

relatively recent times there is reason to believe that science has usurped the authority of Scripture. 

Within the context of Moses writings the “heavens” in Genesis 1:1 is not the entire universe, it is 

what the “heavens” meant to the ancient Hebrews within the limits of visual perception. In the 

context of 1500 BC (2500 years ago) everything comprehended by shamayim/heaven is what could 

be observed with the naked eye. According to 2Samuel 18:9 the correct translation of shamayim in 

Genesis 1:1 is clearly not “heaven”
1
 When Absalom got his hair caught in a tree Scripture says; 

“Absalom was riding on his mule, and the mule went under the thick branches of a great oak. His 

head caught fast in the oak, and he was left hanging between heaven (shamayim) and earth ('erets) 

while the mule that was under him went on.” (
1
See, Genesis 18, ,9, 14, 15, 17, 20, 26, 28, 2:19, 20) 

Since Absalom was sitting on a mule the tree branch that caused his problem was not much more 

than two metres off the ground so the “heavens” in 2 Samuel 18:9 started two metres off the ground. 

In Genesis 1:20 the “shamayim” of Genesis 1:1 is identified specifically as “the expanse of the sky” 

where the “birds fly.” A literal reading of Genesis 1:1 in modern English would read “God created 

the sky (shamayim) and the earth ('erets),” and the “dry land” (yabbashah)” according to Genesis 1:9. 

Such a description with its cultural limitations conforms to the constricted knowledge of the times. 

In Genesis 1:14-19 what God actually said was; ‘Let there be lights in the vault of the sky 

(shamayim) … and let them be lights in the vault of the sky (shamayim) to give light on the earth. … 

God made two great lights; the greater light to govern the day the lesser light to govern the night. He 

also made the stars. God set them in the sky (shamayim) … to govern the day and the night.” (NIV) 

If we accept that in Genesis 1:1 “shamayim” means “sky,” and not “universe,” we have a created 

earth, from nothing to completion, that occurred in six literal days, which is what Scripture teaches. 

“In six days the Lord made the sky, (shamayim) the earth, ('erets),” the sea, and all that is in them.” It 

is an indisputable fact that in Genesis 1:14-19 “shamayim” means “sky,” so why not in Genesis1:1?  



Psalm 102:25 connects the “beginning” in Genesis 1:1 with “the foundations of the earth.” “In the 

beginning you laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands.” 

According to Proverbs 8:28-29 when God laid “the foundations of the earth” He created the entire 

planet in its totality (shamayim and 'erets) within the literal six-day timeframe. God “established the 

clouds above and fixed securely the fountains of the deep, when He gave the sea its boundary so 

the waters would not overstep His command, when He marked out the foundations of the earth.” 

Proverbs 8:28-29 is modeled on Genesis 1:9-10 on events that occurred “on the third day” (v.13) 

where God “gave the sea its boundary” and separated the land from the waters (vs9-10.) This shows 

that “the third day” is part of the “beginning” when God established the “foundations of the earth.” 

Accordingly, this means the six-day creation its totality constitutes the re'shiyth or “beginning” 

referred to in Genesis 1:1 and represents the original establishment of the “foundations of the earth.” 

Hebrews 4:3 support the understanding that the laying down of the “foundations of the earth” and the 

completion of creation is one event; “His works have been finished since the foundation (katabolē) 

of the world.” If there was any doubt Jesus expelled it when He said the creation of Adam and Eve 

on “the sixth day” is part of the “beginning” in Genesis 1:1 “At the beginning of creation God made 

them male and female.” That Jesus linked the creation of Adam and Eve (day six) to the 

“beginning” can only mean Gen. 1:26 is part of the re'shiyth referred to in Gen. 1:1 .(
1
Matt. 19:4) 

In Hebrew thinking there are multiple “times,” and “ages” and each “time” and “age” has a 

beginning and ending. Romans 16:25 and Eph. 3:9 speak of “ages past,” Mark 10:30 speaks of the 

“age to come” and Paul refers to the arrival of Jesus as “the culmination of the ages.”(1Cor. 10:11) 

In Hebrew thought each “age” is a block of time made up of connected events. Since there is no 

record of events prior to creation the dynamics which constitute the Hebrews concept of time did not 

exist. The six-day creation is registered as the “beginning” because it is the first recorded “aiōn.” 

John 9:32 tells us the re'shiyth in Genesis 1:1 is the “beginning” of the “ages.” “Since the beginning 

of time (aiōn) it has never been heard anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind.” In Hebrew 

thinking the six-day creation is the “beginning” of many “ages,” and there is no biblical reference to 

events occurring prior to the six-day creation which is the absolute “beginning”
 
of the “ages.” 

In Genesis 1:1 re'shiyth (first fruits) refers to the first part of a sequence with the emphasis on the 

“first” aiōn in a sequence of aiōn and nothing of what happened “millions and billions of years ago.” 

 

Because the six-day creation epoch is registered as the re'shiyth or “first” (absolute beginning) of the 

ages Genesis 1:1 cannot be assessed within the framework of unlimited chronological time. The 

Hebrew way of calculating time is to link historical events in a time block in a numbered sequence.  

Each time block is called an aiōn. An aiōn (“age”) is like a chapter in a book, and history is made up 

of a succession of “ages” each with its own identifiable boundaries. Scripture projects an inspired 

history of the aiōn or ages only, for events prior to Genesis 1:1 Scripture offers absolutely nothing.   

 

“In six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but He 

rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.”       

(Exodus 20:8-11) 


