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The Scriptures are uncompromising in their assertion that Jesus is the biblical ’elōhîm who identified 

Himself as “Yahweh” the Creator, the “Eternal God,” Supreme Deity in the absolute and highest sense. 

Yet this clear biblical revelation has been contested by some professing Christianity for most of history.   

 

In a reference to Jesus Jeremiah 23:6 says; “In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell 

securely; and this is His name by which He will be called, ‘The Lord our righteousness.’” The original 

Hebrew text literally says Jesus “will be called Yahweh tsidqenuw.” If we willing to accept Scripture 

just as it reads it ought to be plain that only Yahweh Himself can bear the title “Yahweh tsidqenuw.”  

 

According to
 
the biblical account Jesus made a public claim to be the “the Eternal God” spoke of in 

Genesis 21:33 who met with Abraham. “Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beersheba, and he called 

upon the name of the Eternal God.”. When Jesus said, “before Abraham was, I am”
1 

He was making an 

explicit claim that could only mean one thing to the Jews who witnessed His teaching. (
1
John 8:58) 

 

“The Jews answered Him, ‘For a good work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy; and because You, 

being a man, make Yourself out to be God.’” (John 10:33) 

 

What follows is a biblical examination of Jesus’ personal claim in John 8:58 that He is “Eternal God” 

and the self-existing ’elōhîm Yahweh. If Jesus is not what He claimed to be then Christianity is a fraud. 

 
Yahweh Jesus 
 

In a prophecy focused on the crucifixion (Zechariah 12:7-10) Jesus is specifically referred to as Yahweh.  

 

“The Lord (Yahweh) will save the dwellings of Judah first. …. And I (Yahweh) will pour out on the 

house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication. They will look on 

Me, (Yahweh) the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for Him as one mourns for an only 

child.” (Zechariah 12:7-10) 

 

Who is the “one they have pierced?” “They will look on Me (Yahweh) the One they have pierced.” So 

Jesus is Yahweh. In reference to Jesus Jeremiah 23:6 says of Him; “In His days Judah will be saved, and 

Israel will dwell securely; and this is His name by which He will be called, ‘The Lord (Yahweh) our 

righteousness.’” The original Hebrew text actually says that Jesus “will be called Yahweh tsidqenuw.” 

 

Jesus revealed Himself as “Eternal God” to Abraham and “Yahweh tsidqenuw” to Jeremiah and He said 

to  Moses; “Say this to the people of Israel, ‘Yahweh the God of your fathers … has sent Me to you. 

This is My name forever, and thus I am to be remembered throughout all generations.” (Exodus 3:15) 

 

In Hebrews 1:8-10 a citation from Psalms102:24-26 referring to Yahweh is applied to Jesus; “about the 

Son he says, “Your throne, O God, (’elōhîm) will last for ever and ever… He (God) says (to Jesus)… In 



the beginning, Yahweh, you (Jesus) laid the foundations of the earth, the heavens are the work of your 

(Jesus’) hands.” If the activities credited to Jesus in Hebrews 1:8-10 which are taken from Psalms 102 

apply to Jesus then references to “Yahweh” in Psalms 102:1,12,15,16,18,19,21,22 must apply to Jesus. 

 

Which means Hebrews 1:8-10 by itself links eighteen Old Testament references to Yahweh to Jesus. 

 

In John 20:28 Thomas referred to Jesus as; “My Lord and my God!” And in a much weightier testimony 

in Revelation 4:8-11 Jesus is identified by the heavenly host as ‘”the Lord God, the Almighty.” 

 

“The four living creatures, each one of them having six wings, are full of eyes around and within; and 

day and night do not cease to say, Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God, the Almighty, who was and who is 

and who is to come. … Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and power; 

for You created all things, and because of Your will they existed, and were created.”(Rev. 4:8-11) 

 

If Jesus is “the Lord God, the Almighty,” as the heavenly personalities testified, then every biblical 

reference listed below is a reference to Him as the Old Testament Supreme Deity, the ’elōhîm Yahweh.  

 

Reference to Yahweh as “the Lord God Almighty” are found in the following texts; Genesis 17:1, 

Exodus 6:3, 1Samuel 4:4, 1Samuel 17:45, 2Samuel 5:10, 6:2,7:26,27,1Kings 19:10,14,1Chronicles 

17:24, Psalm 46:7,11, 48:8, 59:5, 69:6, 80:4,19, 84:3,8, Isaiah 5:16, 21:10, 37:16, 44:6, 48:2, 48:2, 54:5, 

Jeremiah 2:19, 5:14,7:3,21, 9:15,15:16,16:9,19:3,15,23:36,25:27,27:4,21,28:2,14,29:4,8,21,25,31:23, 

32:14,15,18, 35:13,17,18,19, 38:17, 39:16, 42:15,18, 43:10, 44:2,7,11,25, 46:25, 48:1, 50:18, 51:5,33, 

Hosea12:5,Amos3:13,4:13,5:14,15,16,27,6:8,14, Zephaniah 2:9,Haggai1:14, Zech.6:15,8:1,4,6,7,9,11, 

14,18,20, 23, 12:5, Malachi 1:9, 2:16,3:14, Revelation 1:8,4:8, 11:17,15:3,16:17,19:16, 21:22. 

 
In Revelation 1:8 “the Lord God Almighty” is identified as; “the Alpha and the Omega, the Lord God, 

who is, and who was, and who is to come.” The phrase “who is to come” points to the second coming of 

Jesus. And since Jesus is “the Lord God Almighty” “who is to come” His full identity is Yahweh Jesus.  

 

John’s Logos is Yahweh 
 
If we employ the New Testament as a commentary on the Old Testament belief in Jesus’ divinity is 

mandatory. And when we employ John 1:1-3 to interpret Psalms 100:3 the matter is settled forever. 

 

“Know that the Lord (Yahweh) is God (’elōhîm) it is He who made us.”
1
 “In the beginning was the 

Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God (elohim).  … Through Him all things were 

made; without him nothing was made that has been made.”
2
 (

1
Psalms 100:3, 

2
John 1:1-3) 

 

Biblical scholars recognize that the reference to the “Word” (logos) in John 1:1 is the Greek translation 

of the Hebrew word “Memra.” In the Targums reference to the Word or Memra is a reference Yahweh. 

The premise for this assumption is the plain fact that when the Greek “logos” is translated into Hebrew it 

becomes “Memra.” Which means, exactly, Jesus is whoever the “Memra” is in Hebrew sources. 

 

In the Targums Memra is a proxy for God. “The Jewish Targums substituted ‘Word’ (Aramaic Memra) 

for Old Testament reference to God.” (John Reumann, Variety and Unity in New Testament Thought, p.67) 

 



In his work, The Jewish Targums, Bruce M Metzger explains that when; “speaking of the relationship of 

God to the world, reverence for the God of Israel led the Targumist to employ surrogates for the Deity, 

such as ‘Word’ [Memra], … or ‘Presence’ … Thus in Genesis 1:16-17 Targum Neofiti reads, ‘The 

Word [Memra] of the Lord created the two large luminaries ... and the Glory of the Lord set them in 

the firmament’ and in Genesis 2:2-3 it reads, ‘On the seventh day the Word [Memra], of the Lord 

completed the work which he had created ... and the Glory of the Lord blessed the seventh day.’”  

 

Because the Talmudic Jews were reluctant to refer to God directly they developed substitute terms as 

replacements for Yahweh the “ineffable Name” which they regarded as too holy to write or pronounce. 

We are told that one practice was to replace “Yahweh” with a reference to “the Memra of Yahweh.” 

 

“Sometimes an anthropomorphic expression in the Hebrew concerning God is softened or eliminated in 

the Targum. In speaking of the relationship of God to the world, reverence for the God of Israel led the 

Targumist to employ surrogates for the Deity, such as ‘Word’ (Memra), ‘Glory (Yeqara, ’Iqar), or 

‘Presence’ (Shekinah, Aramaic Shekinta).” (The Jewish Targums, Bruce M. Metzger) 

 

“The ‘Word’ (Memra) … (is) a term used especially in the Targum as a substitute for ‘the Lord’ 

(Yahweh) when an anthropomorphic expression is to be avoided.” (Jewish Encylcopedea) 

 

The Targums are careful to avoid direct reference to Yahweh and instead they speak of “the Memra of 

Yahweh” as a sign of respect. The Targum Onkelos (Gen. 28:20-21) says; “Jacob vowed a vow, saying, 

‘If the Memra of Yahweh will be my support … then shall the Memra of Yahweh be my God.”   

 

Scripture says; “God created all things by Jesus Christ,”
1
 which locates Jesus in Genesis 1:1. In the 

Targums the “Memra of Yahweh” is the Creator. The Jerusalem Targum of Johathan ben Uziel 

translates Gen. 1:2 as “The Memra of Yahweh created man in His likeness, in the likeness of Yahweh, 

Yahweh created, male and female created He them.” The “Memra” in John is Jesus. (
1
Ephesians 3:9) 

 

In the Targums the “Memra of Yahweh” is a standard rabbinic surrogate reference to Yahweh Himself.  

 

Genesis 1:1 says; “In the beginning, God (Elohiym) created the heavens and the earth.” Targum 

Neofiti Genesis 1:1 says; “From the beginning, with wisdom, the Memra of Yahweh created and 

perfected the heavens and the earth.” Gen. 1:16 says; “And God made the two great lights.” Targum 

Neofiti on Genesis 1:16 says; “And the Memra of Yahweh created the two great lights.” Genesis 1:27 

says; “God created man in His own image.” The Jerusalem Targum on Gen. 1:27; says “the Memra of 

Yahweh created man in His likeness.” Genesis 15:6 says; “And he (Abraham) believed God, and He 

counted it to him as righteousness.” Targum Onkelos on Genesis 15:6 says; “Abraham trusted in the 

Memra of Yahweh, and He counted it to him for righteousness.” Genesis 28:21 says; “Yahweh shall be 

my God.” Targum of Onkelos on Genesis 28:21 says; “the Memra of Yahweh should be his God.” 

 

Genesis 1:27 says, “God (Elohiym) created man in His own image.” The Jerusalem Targum has, “And 

the Memra of the Lord created man in His likeness.” In Genesis 9:17 God says, “This is the sign of the 

covenant which I have established between Me and all flesh that is on the earth.” Targum Onkelos says, 

“This is the sign which I established between My Memra and between all flesh which are on the earth.” 

In Genesis 17:7 God says, “I will establish My covenant between Me and you.” Targum Onkelos says, 

“I will establish My covenant between My Memra and you.”  



In the Talmudic writings the “Memra” and “Yahweh” have the same identity and in John 1:1 the Greek 

“logos” is identified in the Targums as the Hebrew “Memra,” who is Yahweh. Accordingly, since the 

evidence shows that the Targums replaced references to Yahweh with references to the “Memra of 

Yahweh” we are locked into the conclusion that Jesus (Word/logos/Memra) is the God Yahweh.  

 

When set against the surrogate role of “Memra” in the Talmud Titus 2:13 has a clear message. “We wait 

for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.” 

Jesus the “Rock” is Yahweh 

In Psalm 19:14 “Yahweh” is referred to as the “Rock.” “Yahweh my Rock and my Redeemer.” In 1Cor. 

10:4 Paul identified Jesus as the “Rock” spoken of in multiple Old Testament verses. “They all ate the 

same spiritual food and drank the same spiritual drink from the Rock that accompanied them, and that 

Rock was Christ.” If Yahweh is the “Rock” and Jesus is the “Rock” who then is Jesus? 

In the following nineteen OT verses “the Lord (Yahweh)” is repeatedly identified as “the Rock.” (Deut. 

32:3-4), “God … the Rock his Savior.” (32:15) “You deserted the Rock who fathered you; you forgot 

the God who gave you birth.” (32:18) The “Rock … our God,” (1Samuel 2:2) “who is the Rock except 

our God,” (2Samuel 22:32) “my Rock … my God, the Rock, my Savior,” (22:47). “The God of Israel 

… the Rock of Israel.” (23:3) “The Lord (Yahweh) … my Rock … God my Savior.” (Psalms 18:46) 

“Lord (Yahweh) my Rock and my Redeemer.” (19:14) “Lord (Yahweh) … my Rock,” (28:1) “God my 

Rock,” (42:9) “God … my mighty Rock,” (62:7) “Rock … God Most High” (78:5) “The Lord 

(Yahweh)… my Rock,” (92:15) “my God the rock,” (94:22) “the Lord (Yahweh) my Rock” (144:1) 

“the Rock eternal” (26:4) “Is there any God besides me? No, there is no other Rock” (44:8) the “Lord 

(Yahweh) … my Rock.” (Hab. 1:12) 

In Deuteronomy 32:3-4, Psalms 18:46, 19:14, 28:1, 92:15, 144:1, Habakkuk 1:12, and elsewhere, the 

“Rock” referred to is clearly identified as Yahweh. And, since Paul does positively identify Jesus as the 

“Rock” (Yahweh) that “accompanied” Israel the only question to be settled is, not is Jesus the biblical 

’elōhîm named Yahweh, but are we willing to accept the truth just as Scripture has stated it?   

Plurality in Divinity  

Scripture teaches God is a plurality. The English translation of Psalms 149:2 refers to Israel’s “Maker” 

(asah) but asah in the Hebrew is plural, “Makers.” This explains the plurality in Genesis 1:26; “Let us 

(plural) make man in our (plural) image.” Also, Genesis 11:7 says; “Come, let US go down and confuse 

their language so they will not understand each other.” Notice also Isaiah 6:8; “I heard the voice of the 

Lord, saying: ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for US.” When the Hebrew text is read literally it 

frequently refers to a plurality in deity, the same as Jesus’ baptismal formula does in Matthew 28:19. 

 

In the following accounts we find reference to plurality in divinity, the same as Genesis 1:26, 11:7, 

Psalms 149:2. This provides five indisputable references to plurality in divinity in the Old Testament. 

 

“Come near to Me, listen to this: From the first I have not spoken in secret, From the time it took place, I 

was there. And now (1) the Lord God has sent (2) Me, and (3) His Spirit.” (Isaiah 48:16) 

 



“I will recount the steadfast love of the (1) Yahweh. … He became their Savior. In all their affliction He 

was afflicted, and (2) the Angel of His Presence (Jesus, see Exodus 23:20-23/1Cor.10:4) saved them. … 

But they rebelled and grieved His (3) Holy Spirit; therefore He turned to be their enemy, and Himself 

fought against them.” (Isaiah 63:7-10)  

 

Jesus repeated this Old Testament pluralistic formula, as it is applied to deity, in Matthew 28:19.  

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the (1) Father and of the 

(2) Son and of the (3) Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19) 

 

 Paul recycles the Old Testament tritheistic formula, exactly as Jesus in Matthew 28:19, in Romans 

8:9. “You are not in the flesh but in the (1) Spirit, if in fact the (2) Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone 

who does not have the (3) Spirit of Christ does not belong to Him.” (Romans 8:9) 

 

The book of Hebrews recycles the pluralistic formula repeated seven times in Genesis 1:26, 11:7, 

Isaiah 6:8, 48:16, 63:7-10, Matthew 28:19 and Romans 8:9. “How much more, then, will the blood of 

(1) Christ, who through the (2) eternal Spirit offered Himself unblemished to (3) God, cleanse our 

consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!” (Hebrews 9:14) 

 
 In all, if we include the following texts there are ten clear and indisputable uses of a pluralistic formula 

(x3) in reference to deity that mirror the baptismal formula set out by Jesus Himself in Matthew 28:19.  

 

“You are “chosen according to the foreknowledge of (1) God the Father, through the sanctifying work 

of (2) the Spirit, to be obedient to (3) Jesus Christ.”
1
 “But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your 

most holy faith praying in (1) the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of (2) God, waiting for the 

mercy of our (3) Lord Jesus Christ.”
2
 (

1
1Peter 1:2, 

2
Jude 20-21) 

 
Two ’elōhîm Yahweh’s  
 
Careful examination does show that Scripture identifies two distinct “’elōhîm” deities (both sharing the 

one title “Yahweh”) modelled on Genesis 1:1 which points to a plurality of elōhîm in biblical teaching.  

 

“God created all things … in accordance with the eternal purpose (1) He (God) carried out (2) in Christ 

Jesus our Lord.”
1
 “But of the Son (1) He (God) says, “Thy throne, (2) O God, (Jesus) is forever and 

ever.”
2
 (

1
Ephesians 3:9-11, 

2
Hebrews 1:8,) 

 

According to Scripture the crucifixion is structured on a pluralistic model so that God the “Father” was 

not merely “with” Jesus but was actualized “in” Him in an existential participation in Jesus’ sufferings 

on the cross. As Paul tells it; “God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself.” (2Corinthians 5:19) 

 

If we employ 2Corinthians 5:19 as our hermeneutical model the divine “US” spoken of in Genesis 1:26, 

11:7 and Isaiah 6:8 becomes an affirmation that “God was in Christ” in the Genesis creation. And since 

’elōhîm literally means “Gods,” (see Exodus 20:3, Deuteronomy 4:28), it can be demonstrated that a 

plurality of “persons” possessing equal divinity are both “God” operating under the umbrella of a single 

title as “one” Yahweh; meaning there is a plurality “Yahweh’s” in one corporeal ontological union. 

 



According to William Green the pronouns “Us” and “Our” in Genesis 1:26 are “not to be explained as a 

royal style of speech … nor as a plural of majesty”
1
 but are to be understand as a reference to two 

distinct divine personalities which share the theistic title of Yahweh. (
1
Hebrew Chrestomathy, p. 84) 

 
Michael S. Heiser writes; “[T]he Hebrew Bible does in fact witness to plural םיהלא. … [T]he existence 

of those plural םיהלא was assumed by the biblical writers and even embraced as part of their theology.”   

(Does Divine Plurality in the Hebrew Bible Demonstrate an Evolution From Polytheism to Monotheism 

in Israelite Religion? p.3) 

 

“Everyone who is acquainted with the rudiments of the Hebrew and Chaldee languages, must know that 

God, in the holy Writings, very often spoke of Himself in the plural. … [which] some modern 

grammarians … call a pluralis excellentiae … a pluralis excellentiae was, however; unknown to Moses 

and the prophets.” (Rabbi Tzvi Nassi, The Great Mystery, 1970, p6. also, Gleason Archer, 

Encyclopedia of Bible Difficulties p.359) 

 

Yahweh our ’elōhîm is One Yahweh 
 

In biblical literature the number “one’, when it is a translation of the Hebrew word  “'echad,” does not 

always have a static numerical value. For example in Genesis 2:24 'echad, although translated as “one,” 

actually has the numerical value in the biblical text representing “two.” “A man leaves his father and 

mother and is united to his wife, and they become one ('echad) flesh.” The Hebrew word for “one” in 

the singular sense is “yachid”, which always means literally one, whereas “'echad” frequently does not. 

 

Jesus used this biblical formula which is employed to expresses a numerical unity of “oneness” in John 

10:30; “I and the Father (x2) are one.” Paul employed it in Ephesians 5:31 when he wrote; “the two will 

become one flesh.” It also appears in 1Corinthias 6:17, “The one who joins  himself to the Lord (x2) is 

one Spirit with Him.” When the Hebrew text wants to emphasise one “only” it employs “yachid.”  

 

 ‘The two shall become one (echad) flesh.”
1
 “Then God said, “Take your son, your only (yachid) son, 

whom you love – Isaac - and go to the region of Moriah.” (
1
Genesis 2:24, 

2
22:2) 

 

Paul speaks of a theistic unity within divinity in a pluralistic sense, other times his language is singular. 

 

“You are not in the flesh but in the (1) Spirit, if in fact the (2) Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who 

does not have the (3) Spirit of Christ does not belong to Him.” (Romans 8:9) 

 

 “The one who joins himself to the Lord is one Spirit with Him.” (1Cor. 6:17) “For by one Spirit we 

were all baptized into one body … and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.” (1Cor.12:13) “for 

through Him we both have our access in one Spirit  to the Father.” (Ephesians 2:18) “There is one body 

and one Spirit,  just as also you called in one hope of your calling.”(Ephesians 4:4) 

 

In Paul’s presentation the “one Sprit” in 1Cor. 6:17, 12:13, Eph. 2:18, and 4:4 is enlarged threefold in 

Romans 8:9 and becomes for Paul a tritheistic concept of deity. The (1) “Spirit,” the (2) “Spirit of God” 

and the (3) “Spirit of Christ.” Paul is merely imitating Jesus’ threefold baptismal formula in Matthew 

28:19. “In the name of the (1) Father and of the (2) Son and of the (3) Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19) 

 


